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On Oct. 5, the M-19 former rebel organization issued a proposal to reactivate stagnated peace
talks between representatives of the government and the Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinator
(Coordinadora Guerrillera Simon Bolivar, CGSB). The proposal was based on creation of a "National
Peace Commission," which would include representatives from various sectors of society. The
proposal also recommended such talks include the participation of international mediators.
According to the M-19, the current bilateral framework for government-rebel negotiation is no
longer viable. Bilateral peace talks have been suspended since May. According to M-19 leader
Antonio Navarro Wolf, "There is tremendous polarization taking place on both sides, with
increasingly harsh language. This situation could result in a blood bath similar to the one which
occurred under the previous president." In response to the M-19 proposal, Interior Minister
Humberto de la Calle told reporters the government "will explore the new proposal, which is based
on participation of the Catholic Church, the unions and political and social leaders." De la Calle
said the proposed National Peace Commission could serve in a temporary advisory capacity to the
government on new strategies for the peace process. The government had previously rejected all
recommendations for involving different sectors of society in the peace process, insisting instead
on a strict bilateral format between the rebels and the government. (Sources: Notimex, 10/05/92;
Spanish news service EFE, 10/05/92, 10/07/92)
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